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Abstract:

It is accepted that the earth's climate is changing in an accelerating pace, with already documented
implications for human health and the environment. This literature review provides an overview of existing
research findings about the effects of heat stress on the working population in relation to climate change. In
the light of climate change adaptation, the purpose of the literature review was to explore recent and
previous research into the impacts of heat stress on humans in an occupational setting. Heat stress in the
workplace has been researched extensively in the past however, in the contemporary context of climate
change, information is lacking on its extent and implications. The main factors found to exacerbate heat
stress in the current and future workplace are the urban 'heat island effect', physical work, individual
differences, and the developing country context where technological fixes are often not applicable. There is
also a lack of information on the effects on vulnerable groups such as elderly people and pregnant women.
As increasing temperatures reduce work productivity, world economic productivity could be condensed,
affecting developing countries in the tropical climate zone disproportionately. Future research is needed
taking an interdisciplinary approach, including social, economic, environmental and technical aspects.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.2486/indhealth.2012-0089   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure, Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
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 General Health Impact, Injury, Other Health Impact

Other Health Impact: Heat stress

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup, Workers

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: African American

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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